[bookmark: _Hlk170219793]CAR/RICK MSHC Conduct Policy
PHYSICAL CODE OF CONDUCT
Safety is the number one concern when participating in the CAR/RICK MSHC Program.  Body checking is NOT allowed at the Middle School level of hockey in which we will play. There is still plenty of body contact within the game.  A player can still use their body to shield and protect the puck or to try to get the puck from a player. This is called “competitive contact”.  Below is an excerpt from USA hockey rule book:
Competitive Contact – competitive contact is body contact between two or more skaters who are in the immediate vicinity of the puck and who are in the normal process of playing the puck. These skaters are reasonably allowed to lean into each other provided possession of the puck remains the sole object of the contact. Competitive contact is encouraged in all age classifications of play within USA Hockey and provides the foundation for the skills necessary to advance to Body Checking classifications. Acceptable examples of competitive contact include: Angling is a legal defensive skill used to direct/control the puck carrier to an area that closes the gap and creates an opening that is too small for the puck carrier. Physical Engagement is when two players who are in pursuit of the puck are allowed to reasonably lean into each other provided that possession of the puck remains the sole objective of the two players. Collisions occur when players are allowed to maintain their established position on the ice. A player shall not be penalized if the intention is to play the puck and in so doing causes a collision with an opponent. No player is required to move out of the way of an oncoming player to avoid an impact.
Competitive contact is the ONLY physical contact allowed in the CAR/RICK MSHC program.  “Rough housing” or “horseplay” is NOT allowed on or off the ice.

Non-Physical code of conduct
Name calling, teasing, derogatory and/or inappropriate language will NOT be tolerated in the CAR/RICK MSHC. This is the case whether directly or indirectly targeted at players or CAR/RICK MSHC staff.  Treating people with respect and dignity is expected anytime you are participating in a CAR/RICK MSHC event.  Whether on or off the ice these rules apply. We strive to make CAR/RICK MSHC a family orientated atmosphere that everyone can enjoy being a part of while learning and participating in the game of hockey. Kids should have FUN at hockey!!

Repercussions for not following CAR/RICK MSHC conduct policy
1. Verbal warning(s) from any coaching staff or CAR/RICK volunteer (or Rink Employee). 
2. Player is removed from group and required to sit for a time based on Coach’s discretion.  
3. Coaching staff has the discretion to remove player from the ice at any time. This is in the case of multiple events during practice/game or based on the severity of a particular incident.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk170220129]When a player is removed from the ice or is having multiple behavioral issues the CAR/RICK MSHC disciplinary chair will speak directly with players and parent(s) in order to find a solution to the problem
5. If the player’s behavior continues, after meeting with CAR/RICK MSHC disciplinary chair and parents/player
A further plan or expulsion from the program will be decided at this time.

Again, rules in place are for EVERYONE involved and are IMPERATIVE for full enjoyment of the game of Hockey. We all understand children are still learning and there are different expectations and issues at each age level.  This is the PARENT’s job to explain these rules to your child BEFORE participating in your first CAR/RICK MSHC event/practice. 

Thank you,
CAR/RICK MSHC






I understand, and agree to abide by CAR/RICK MSHC’s  Conduct Policy.

Child name (print)   _________________________

Child DOB   __________

Child Signature   ____________________________

Parent signature   ___________________________

Date of signing    _________
